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Editorial 
 

 
I am pleased to be able to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year 
and hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas break. 
I also want to say a special thanks to Jill Hicks who has now completed over 25 
years as a Committee member. During her tenure she has undertaken numerous 
roles, from arranging speakers, organising outings, generally assisting in the 
administration of the Society and assisting at Society events. She has given of her 
time freely. Thank you. 
We will also see changes elsewhere and my thanks also go to Pat Whaymand who 
has quietly worked in the background helping with teas, she has decided that at the 
end of the season she will step down. Another member who again has worked 
quietly in the background is Vera Richards. Vera is responsible for `stuffing` the 
envelopes that are sent out to members. Once her house is sold Vera will be moving 
to Wales to be nearer her daughter.  – we do not know how long this will be before it 
happens. I am not sure how many teas Pat has served or envelopes that Vera has 
stuffed, but it runs into thousands.  
 
The following documents will be available at our February meeting: 

Summer Visits programme 

Summer Visits Booking Forms 

Minutes of the 2019 AGM 

Notice of the 2020 AGM 

Copy of the proposed Amendments to the Constitution 

If you are unable to attend this meeting, these documents will be posted to you. 
 
Please note that the February meeting is on Monday 10th. 
I look forward to seeing you all. 

Sue Ralph 

 

 

 



POSTCARD FROM THE PRESIDENT 2 
As mentioned in my last “postcard”, learning about and researching local history 
remains my main hobby. Now living in Norfolk and with a little prior knowledge, I’ve 
begun linking up connections between Woodford and south west Essex with our 
chosen part of this large county and it wasn’t long before things started to fall into 
place. 

Those who know the Norfolk Broads will be aware of 
the famous store “Roy’s of Wroxham”. Nearby is 
Hoveton Hall, a private estate with gardens open to the 
public. A simple check before a visit to the gardens 
revealed that it had been bought by Desmond Gurney 
Buxton in 1946 and now owned by his son Andrew and 
family. That’s one link with south west Essex however, 
not long after that reveal came the invitation for Linda 
and me to be seasonal volunteer wardens at the 
Horsey Seal colony. A little up the coast from us is the 
rural parish of Horsey where over the last decade a 
seal colony has grown dramatically, last year there 
were over fifteen hundred pups born, therefore 
volunteers are needed to marshal the hundreds of 
visitors that come to this quiet part of the coast 
between November and February each year. Linda and 
I decided to get to know the area, including a visit to 

the local church and would you believe it, in the churchyard I came across 20th 
century Buxton graves. Once again, a quick check revealed that nearby Horsey Hall 
was bought by Major Anthony Buxton in 1931, now occupied by his grandson, Robin. 
As far as Woodford’s history is concerned these two present day Norfolk Buxtons are 
descendants of the Leytonstone House and Knighton Edward North Buxton’s side of 
this large and influential Essex family that actively led so much reform and 
conservation in the 19th and 20th centuries. Their former home parishes included 
Castle Hedingham, Woodford, Leytonstone and Upshire, with additional burials in 
Bunhill Fields and St John’s, Buckhurst Hill. Today there are now several Buxton 
family houses in Norfolk. 
The Buxton attraction to north Norfolk begins in the 19th century with Sir Thomas 
Fowell Buxton, known as “The Liberator”, who assisted William Wilberforce by taking 
his anti-slavery Bill through to Royal Assent. Sir Thomas became a director of the 
Truman, Hanbury & Buxton Brewery in Brick Lane and married into the Norwich 
banking family of Gurney, thus became the brother-in-law of Elizabeth (Gurney) Fry. 
Desiring a convenient home, close to the City of London, Samuel Gurney bought an 
estate in the Essex parish of West Ham, being near to their kinsmen, the Barclay 
family of Leyton. This coming together of wealthy Quaker and radical Anglican 
families was cemented by taking holidays together. The Gurneys of Norwich already 
had several estates in Norfolk, including one at Northrepps, which is still a small 
village outside Cromer and Overstrand beaches. Northrepps Hall became the 
families’ holiday H.Q. that led to subsequent branch members buying more 
properties in Norfolk. Nearby churches were adopted for their religious devotions, 
including the large St Peter & St Paul, Cromer for christenings and St Martin’s, 
Overstrand for Buxton burials and memorials. An extract from one memorial includes 
“Thomas Fowell Buxton, son of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton (The Liberator) b.1821 at 
Cromer Hall, also his wife Rachel Jane, daughter of Samuel Gurney of Ham House, 



West Ham”. The Samuel Gurney memorial is the large granite obelisk in Stratford 
Broadway. 
It was the coming of the railway from Stratford in 1839 and subsequently pushing out 
into East Anglia that led the Gurney family to offer their estate, Ham House, now 
West Ham Park, to the City of London as a public open space for ever. Ironically, it 
was the same form of transport that led to many happy years of Norfolk holidays for 
these wealthy kinsmen that included the Buxtons, Barclays, Gurneys and Hoares, 
but more about those holidays next time. 
Very best wishes  
 
Peter 
 
 

The Old Mill, Chigwell Road  

 

As it is now 25 years since the publication of Woodford – A Pictorial History I decided 
to recycle the file I put together preparing the layout so I could write appropriate text. 
I came across the picture below which was not used in the book and thought it was 
worth further investigation.  

I remember seeing the original as a watercolour in a sepia type wash and I think 
Peter Lawrence photocopied it from the Society’s collection at Ilford Library although 
I have not been able to confirm this. 

 

 The Society also has a 
set of articles from the 
Woodford Times and 
The Old Mill was 
featured on 23 
December 1932.   

 

The ‘Old Mill’ was 
originally a farmhouse 
built over 400 years ago 
(it was mentioned in a 
deed dated 1609), near 
the Roding, south of 
Charlie Brown’s 
Roundabout, close to 

the site of Old Mill Court. It is probably near the location of the water mill mentioned 
in Domesday Book.  

 

In 1840 the plot of land was recorded by the Tithe Commissioners as a farmhouse 
with a garden and yard, owned by Rev John Monins and occupied by Richard May 
Underwood who farmed several fields on both sides of the River Roding, a total of 
32½ acres.    

 

However, by the time of the 1851 census the occupier was Ann Ritchie, a widow 
aged 49 who is shown as a Retailer of Beer. She had been born in Walthamstow 
and had a son aged 11 who had been born in Shropshire. Two older men also lived 
at the Old Mill, one a servant and the other a lodger. According to the Woodford 
Times article “For many years towards the end of the 19th century it was a 
beerhouse and was a favourite haunt of those on the shady side of the law.”   

 



In the 1901 census the landlord was John Marvell, aged 36. His wife Eliza, aged 30, 
their four children, his mother who was a widow aged 56, and a general servant also 
lived at the Old Mill. The children were aged from 7 years to 8 months and while the 
oldest had been born in Walthamstow the three younger children were born at 
Woodford.   

 

The 1911 census for The Old Mill, Chigwell Road, South Woodford, shows the 
building was occupied by Harry Terry, aged 39, a Grainer.  He and his wife 
Elizabeth, aged 41, were both born in Bow but their son aged 12 and daughter aged 
6 were both born in South Woodford. 

 

Again from the Woodford Times article “It was run by London & Burton Brewery Co 
but when they surrendered the licence in around 1910 it remained empty for a while. 
Eventually it was bought by Mr W J Shelley, a nurseryman, then living opposite the 
house. Being on the bank of the River Roding it was frequently flooded and had 
been allowed to fall into a deplorable condition. Shelley practically rebuilt the house, 
raising the ground around it by several feet in order to protect it from future flooding.” 
As this was written only 20 years later it is likely to be accurate. 

 

In 1921 the Old Mill Garage was set up by the Jacobs family who lived in the old 
house and prospered from vehicles using the Southend Road once that opened. 
However the M11 and the roundabout beneath meant the garage had to close in 
January 1974. The nearby flats of Old Mill Court were already occupied by this time; 
the residents are shown on the electoral roll for 1964.  
 
                                                   Georgina Green, 22nd November 2019 
 
 
 

WW1 Antiques – Part 2    Mark Smith MA – Military Historian 

 
 

1914 Christmas Tins 

At Christmas 1914 Princes Mary started a fund to issue a small metal tin to all men 
and women of the armed services as a present on Christmas day.  The Tins today, if 
empty, cost around £30-50 pounds (beware of fakes which were made to deceive 
the unwary).  The tin contained a packet of tobacco and packet of cigarettes, a 
Christmas card and a photograph of Queen Mary.  A full tin is now worth around 
£200.  Sometimes a rifle bullet is contained alone in the tin with a cardboard insert 
that holds it in place; these tins also had the Christmas card and the photograph.  
The bullet is in fact a pencil and if the silvered bullet is removed from the cartridge 
one will find a small pencil.  These “Bullet Pencil” tins were given to servicemen who 
were in uniform on Christmas Day 1914 but who were not overseas.   

The thing to look out for though is the Christmas 1914 Princess Mary writing case 
set.  This is a canvas wallet about 6 inches long that contained paper and envelopes.  
A truly rare object; likewise there was an issue tobacco pipe and a cigarette lighter 
both adorned with  Princess Mary’s Monogram; again everyday items at the time 
which would be of considerable value today – if you could ever find one.  

The Home Front 

As the war needed more and more men to fight, the jobs of those who left for the 
front were invariably filled by women.  A huge step forward and the opening up of a 
much needed and alas, until then, undervalued workforce.  The factory workers, 



particularly those in the munitions factories, were given metal “On War Service” 
badges to show that they worked in a war related job.  These little metal and 
sometimes enamel badges are highly sort after by collectors as indeed is anything to 
do with female participation in armament manufacture, badges, identity cards and, 
dare one hope,  perhaps overalls  would be highly prized objects and much sought 
after by collectors.  The Badges range from £10 to £80 – again any attribution to a 
person would increase the price. 

The Graves Registration Grave Marker 

For those who died during the war their grave, should they be found, was marked by 
a mass produced wooden cross, the naming and details affixed to the cross were 
made of a type of metal tape, a bit like a metal Dymo tape, the crosses marked the 
graves of the fallen until the Imperial, now the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (CWGC) started to build the cemeteries we now see all over the world 
marking the last resting place of those who died.  When the cemeteries were being 
built and the wooden crosses were being replaced with the stone headstones it 
became apparent that the workers building the cemeteries, mostly old soldiers, were 
unhappy simply burning the wooden crosses.  To this end the CWGC placed a 
notification in newspapers that stated that if your relatives cross was wanted at home 
then it would be sent to you when it was replaced with a permanent marker.  The 
crosses were posted in canvas purpose built bags to the families of those who 
wished to have them.  Many of these crosses were then given to the local church 
and indeed can be seen today in many churches across the country hanging on the 
wall, often mud stained and indeed bullet holed, the ultimate object of remembrance. 
In the last few years a national register of the crosses has been compiled giving 
location and details.  Some of these iconic objects must still be in private hands, 
more than any monetary value these historic items should be made known to the 
National Register and a suitable home found for their lasting preservation. 

The Things to look for 

As we have seen millions of objects were made and used during the war, but as a 
quick guide certain units that people belonged to are instantly worth more than other 
units and any objects that can be linked to these units raises the value.  For example 
any Irish Regiments, the Royal Flying Corps, those who served in Submariners and 
the Tunnellers who dug under the trenches laying the great mines will always be of 
greater value, for the women of WW1 the Nurses, Voluntary Aid Detachment 
workers and the Scottish Women’s Hospital also are highly collectable and very 
valuable. And also don’t forget it’s not just in France and Belgium that the War was 
fought, Gallipoli, Mesopotamia (Iraq), Salonika, Italy, Palestine, Jordan, and indeed 
China to name a few places, all saw conflict, items related to these areas are also 
always of more interest and therefore value. 

 

The Key to WW1 Artefact Collecting 

Research – being able to place an object with a person on a battlefield at a specific 
time and date. The provenance of an item is the key to the value.  An object found in 
a draw and separated from its box, paperwork, photographs and letters is worthless; 
the more ancillary supporting documentation and personal narrative that can 
accompany the object will immeasurably increase the value of the object.  
Remember if you have a toy car from the 1950’s the box it came in is worth so much 
more than the car! 

 



CHURCH END TRAIL 

South Woodford. 

Woodford may have originated at Woodford Bridge, but already, before the Norman 
Conquest the centre probably shifted westward up the valley side to the area around 
the church, which was built on land granted by Harold Godwinson to the canons of 
Waltham. The original church, probably of timber, gave place to a masonry building 
which grew with the growth of the four villages which by this time formed the parish 
of Woodford. The oldest surviving map (1700) shows a church with a steeple 
(probably wooden) and a lych-gate with a Tudor rectory beside it. The present 
church was consecrated by William, Bishop of Barking, on 3rd June 1972. 

To the north of the church, perhaps from Harold`s time, stood the manor house, or 
Woodford Hall. Its grounds extended from what is now Fullers Road to Grove Road 
and from the High Road almost to the old `highway to Epping Heath`, its farmlands 
extended down to the River Roding. At the end of the 18th century a new Palladian 
house was built on the site. This was particularly associated with John Maitland, who 
later moved to Loughton Hall, taking his new ornamental gates with him. Later 
occupants included William Morris`s family, and Mrs Gladstone used it as a refuge 
for `unfortunate` women. The hall was demolished in 1902.  

The High Road was very minor throughout the Middle Ages; it gradually acquired 
importance as it was linked up to Loughton and Epping in the late 16th century and to 
Harlow and Newmarket a century later. It was bordered on both sides by strips of 
manorial waste, (as the Woodford Road, Snaresbrook, still is on its west side), the 
last remnant being an area chained off in the centre of the junction at the top of 
George lane, which is now a crossing with traffic lights. Opposite the church and 
Woodford Hall, the waste became a village green, complete with duck-pond, stocks 
and lock-up and cattle pound. Most of the buildings along the road were built on 
waste, or have replaced those that were there. 

From Stuart times the High Road became characterised by large mansions built by 
wealthy London bankers and merchants, many of whose memorials survive in the 
church and churchyard, but there were also groups of humbler, weatherboarded 
cottages and shops. All the latter have gone, the 1950s and 1960s being particularly 
destructive, however Elmhurst, Holmleigh and the old Rectory still exist. 

The road increasingly used by travellers, needed inns and there are two dating from 
the 18th century. The George was formerly known as Horns Inn, and the sign of the 
White Hart (now a restaurant) suggests the possibility of an earlier house on the site. 
The White Hart also hired out horses and post-chaises. Both inns were used, 
alternatively, to house Vestry meetings and the sometimes criticised Vestry dinners. 

The change from medieval to modern was sparked by the coming of the railway in 
1856. New shops and houses appeared in George Lane and Grove Terrace was 
built in the High Road opposite its western end. But the process, which started 
slowly, rapidly accelerated with the sale for development in 1867 of the Woodford 
Hall Estate, which brought new roads, new shops and houses. 

Up until the creation of the new London Boroughs in 1965 this area was a centre of 
civic activity, as the old Rectory was taken over by the former borough of Wanstead 
and Woodford as its Council Office. The last time the old Borough flag flew at the 
flagstaff was at the celebration, in 1987, of the Jubilee of the Borough. The Rectory 
building is in a designated conservation area and is Grade 2. 



The Methodist Church 

A group of Wesleyans broke from the congregation from the building known as the 
Woodford Green Men`s Club and acquired a plot in Derby Road. The first service 
was held in January 1877 and the foundation stone laid by Alderman Barlow of 
Bolton. 

Gladstone Terrace 

This was built to serve the new Woodford Hall Estate. There has always been a 
chemist at one end and there still is and a baker at the other. The bakers closed in 
2019. Liddles the grocer opened a branch centrally in the terrace. 

Memorial Hall 

This was built by the local philanthropist Sir John Roberts in 1902 in memory of his 
brother Thomas. Its location is in front of the site of Woodford Hall and serves as the 
parish hall. 

St Mary`s Church 

The ancient parish church was first recorded in 1177 although nothing survives of 
the medieval building. The oldest existing part of the church is the tower of 1708. In 
1817 a new church had been built onto the tower, replacing the one that had been 
built 400 years earlier. This in turn, was altered and enlarged until its destruction by 
arson in1969. The present church was created on its foundations and within the shell 
of the building. Memorials going back to Tudor times are preserved on the interior 
walls of the new church. The church is Grade II listed as are several of the 
memorials in the graveyard. These included the Godfrey Monument, a tall Corinthian 
column erected c 1742, a neo-classical memorial to Edward Keep(e) who died in 
1781 and the Raikes Mausoleum of Portland stone, c1797. 

The Rectory 

This is next to the church and was home to the rector until 1927. In 1934 it became 
Council offices of the newly formed Borough of Wanstead and Woodford, then a 
Crown Court. It is now used by an Insurance Company. 

Holmleigh 

This is an 18th century building (No. 140 High Road). It was occupied from 1772 by 
Dr Popplewell a local medical officer and benefactor, until his death in1829. It has 
been a dentist surgery, headquarters of Gates of Woodford, a prep school and is 
now a dental surgery. 

The Shrubbery 

This was a late Georgian villa, once the home of John Barclay Reynolds, J.P. It was 
used as a clinic in the early half of the 20th century. It was demolished to make way 
for the present Library/Health Centre. 

The White Hart (now a restaurant) 

The sign of the White hart was portrayed with a crown around its neck and was the 
emblem of Richard II, and many of the inns so named originated from his reign. The 
building dates from the early nineteenth century but an earlier building was recorded 
in 1729 when the Vestry Christmas dinner was held at the inn. By the middle of the 
next century the White Hart was a bustling coaching inn with stabling for more than 



50 horses. Meetings of the Turnpike Trust (the highway authority) and the Court of 
petty sessions were held here. 

Elmhurst 

A large eighteenth century building, although the cellars are older than the rest of the 
building, which would indicate an earlier structure. Its most famous residents were 
the Lister Harrisons, a Quaker family. The grounds of Elmhurst extended to Maybank 
Road and almost to George Lane. They were cut by the building of the railway and 
truncated by the building of the Southend Road in 1925. It then became the Halls of 
Residence campus for Queen Mary College, University of London. It is now a large 
housing estate consisting of high-rise flats and houses. The developers financed the 
gardens, modern lighting structures, seats which illustrate a potted history of 
Woodford and its famous residents which are sited on the bridge above the A406. 

Lincoln House 

Another, large Georgian house, demolished in the late 1920s. The last occupants 
were the Bianchi family. 

Grove Hall 

It was built in 1701 by Sir Peter Eaton, a naval man.  It stood opposite the George 
Inn. The last resident was `Squire` Washington Single who bought the house in 1854 
and converted it into two dwellings, Grove Hall and The Grove. The house became 
derelict between the two wars and was demolished in 1958 -59 to make way for 
offices. The offices were subsequently demolished and a large development of flats 
was erected. 

Grove Lodge 
This was built on the opposite side of the High Road in 1835 in Tudor revival style. 
What remains of the house is now included in the development of the Waitrose site. 

The George Inn 

At a road junction the waste tended to form into a triangle shape with points towards 
each of the roads. These were possibly the horns from which The George took its 
earlier name, recorded in 1657. The present building dates from the early eighteenth 
century and was used for Vestry dinners, during the next hundred years or so. 

Grove Terrace 

This is opposite the cinema and was one of the first rows of shops to be built after 
the coming of the railway. It served the residents of Grove Crescent, Grove Hill and 
Grove Road. 

Liddle`s 

A grocer`s shop from Georgian times sited at No. 40 the High Road. In 1981 as part 
of a large development scheme it was rebuilt and the façade retained and restored. 

Truby House 

Famous for its cedar tree. It was built in 1775. Latterly used as a school and 
conservatoire of music. It was demolished in 1932 for the Woodford parade of shops, 
Nos. 10-30 High Road. 

 

 



Glebelands 

This house was long connected to the Quaker banking families of Barclay and 
Fowler who intermarried. It was demolished in 1915, with only the stable block 
remaining. The stable block has been converted into apartments. 

 

 
 

 



The Woodford Water-Pumps 

Johnston Road, near the old Post Office sorting 
office. 
High Road, near Churchill Statue. 
Chigwell Road, near M11bridge.                              
Chigwell Road, near recycling depot. 

In 1990, Gordon Brown a member of the Woodford 
Green Amenity Group and Woodford Historical 
Society, noticed that the 19th century Woodford 
parish water pump in Johnston Road, Woodford, 
was neglected and missing its top and handle. He 
was unable to trace the owner and concerned for its 
preservation helped to get the pump de-rusted and 
painted. The water pump at Johnston pond was 
restored and unveiled on 5th February 1991. The 
renovation of the pump involved making a new top, replacing the pump handle and 
repainting. 

 

In April 1991 the undergrowth surrounding the pump in Chigwell Road alongside the 
Wynn Brook was cleared away to reveal a grey pump with a missing top. Len 
Howes, a member of the Woodford Green Amenity Group, worked to provide a new 
top as he had for the Johnston Pond Pump. The pump was repainted and restored.
                                                                          
The pump at the Roses opposite Sir Winston Churchill’s statue received similar 
treatment.  
The restoration of the pump near Churchill’s statue and the Chigwell Road/Wynn 
Brook pump were helped by a generous donation from the Earl of Stradbroke.      

The pump at Woodford Bridge was first installed in 1834 but 
was pulled up when the bridge was demolished in the 
1960s. A reporter from the Woodford Times (predecessor of 
the Wanstead & Woodford Guardian) saved it from 
destruction and arranged for it to be installed in the grounds 
of Wanstead House. It was restored at the suggestion of 
Peter Lawrence (then the Chairman of the Woodford 
Historical Society), with Len Howes again making a new top 
and replacing the handle at a cost of £70. A quote for £500 
for a steel handle and top had been received.  

The pump was removed from Wanstead House Community 
Centre and stored at Ray Park Nursery while efforts were 
made to investigate ownership of the land where the pump 
was to be relocated. Following a chance conversation with 

the caretaker of Wanstead House, the original pump handle was found in a shed. 
The restored pump was unveiled in April 1997 as close to its original site as possible. 
The Mayor Cllr Richard Hoskins and Cllr Peter Lawrence performed the ceremony.                                 
 

All the pumps originate from the late Victorian period when Woodford UDC used 
them to fill water carts that flushed the sewers down.  
 



(Cllr)Peter Lawrence and the 
Mayor (Cllr)Richard Hoskins 
unveiling the restored pump 
at Woodford Bridge  
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Wanstead and Woodford Street Plan of where bombs fell during the Second 
World War 
 
A number of members have expressed interest in where bombs fell in Woodford and 
Wanstead during the Second World War, in particular did they affect where they live. 
This map is on the back page of the Newsletter. 
 

 

 

Bits and Pieces 
 
From September we will be in need of additional help with teas as Pat 
Whaymand is stepping down. It is on a rota basis that help is required so it 
may not be more than twice in the season that you would be required. If you 
can help please see Sharon Barnett or contact Felicity Banks on 
felicity.banks@btinternet.com 
 
If any member has any information on Green Lodge, Madeira Grove would they 
please contact Felicity Banks on felicity.banks@btinternet.com. 
 
Please note that the e-mail address for Sue Ralph on the blue membership form is 
incorrect. It should be sue@theralphs.me.uk 

 
John Attew will be our new First Aider, together with Sue Ralph. 
 
We may need assistance in the future with `stuffing` envelopes. If any member feels 
they are able to assist would they please contact felicity.banks@btinternet.com 
 
 
Members are covered by insurance whilst attending Woodford Historical Society 
meetings and visits. A copy of the policy is held by Mike Ford, Treasurer- 
mikeford03@btinternet.com 
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